


 
 

 

IV) CONSENT AGENDA 
1. Approval of Minutes 

Consideration and Action to Approve the Minutes of April 26, 2023 
Chairman Judge Trevino (Cameron County) asked if there were any corrections to the Policy minutes of April 
26, 2023. Andrew Canon informed that there was a correction of word “caring” to “carrying” under discussion 
of Item two.  
 
No other corrections were noted to the minutes of April 26, 2023. Motion to approve by Mayor 
Ambrosio from the City of Pharr and it was seconded by Starr County Reyna Guerra. The item was 
unanimously approved.   
 

2. Item 2. Moved to be the last item to give time to the presenter to get to the meeting location.  
 

3. Discussion and Possible Action on the RGVMPO Complete Streets Policy  
Klarissa Gonzalez presented a draft of the RGVMPO Complete Streets Policy, highlighting the background of 
the policy and the definition. A Complete Streets Policy is a policy that plans for equitable transportation 
networks that prioritize safety, comfort, and connectivity to destination for people of all ages and abilities. The 
planning activity described in the BIL (Bipartisan Infrastructure Law) is the development of a Complete 
Streets policy, which is what we've provided today. In February of 2022, the Policy Board agreed for the 
RGVMPO to work on a Complete Streets policy. In May of 2022, the Policy Board adopted the UPWP 
Amendment #2 which allocated around $120,000 for its complete Streets planning activities over a two-year 
budget period.  

Over the past year, the RGVMPO staff has been in coordination with planning partners regarding existing 
and future Complete Streets policies to determine strengths and weaknesses. Staff made an inventory list of 
existing Complete Streets policies adopted by local governments. Now the staff has produced a regionwide 
Complete Streets policy, and we're looking to the Technical Advisory Committee and the Transportation 
Policy Board for feedback this May. We are in the middle of public involvement phase and plan to incorporate 
feedback for approval by policy board in June. The goal of this regionwide policy is to formulate best 
practices that can be adopted by each local government.  

Ms. Gonzalez reviewed the five subsections of the policy; A background mentions how it is federally 
mandated, a definition as worded in the BIL, a policy Statement with regional vision of safety of safe, 
multimodal transportation, and a description of requirements, recommendations, design, guidance, and 
exceptions. The policy states that it can use bike PED counter data as a method of performance 
measurement. As for implementation, the policy states that the RGVMPO staff will ensure the directives of 
this policy are reflected in ongoing and programming work by reviewing project applications and monitoring 
current projects for compliance with the policy. 

Ms. Gonzalez continued by reviewing the milestones of the policy. On May 11 the policy was presented to 
the Technical Advisory Committee and received positive feedback. As of that day the 30-day public 
involvement started and on May 17th the policy was presented at the Veterans Clinic in Weslaco. One public 
comment recommended that a phrase from the list of exceptions on page four be excluded. An exception to 
this policy states that scores will not be reduced if the project is unable to include BikePed accommodations 
because the cost of providing that infrastructure is excessively disproportionate to the need or likely use. This 
public comment was responded to within 24-hour time frame as regulated in the RGVMPO public 
participation plan. RGVMPO staff will bring this policy as an action item to the Transportation Policy Board in 
June, followed by implementation. Following that the RGVMPO staff will establish several subcommittee 
meetings which will be helpful with the development of the complete streets policies. 

Ms. Gonzalez ended by providing her contact information and opened the floor for discussion.  

 
Chairman Judge Trevino thanked Ms. Gonzales and asked if there were any questions, City of Brownsville 
Mayor Helen Ramirez commented that this is a great initiative and informed that the City of Brownsville does 
have a complete streets policy. The mayor also asked if such policy was taken into consideration. Ms. 
Gonzales confirmed that yes, the existing policy was taken into consideration.    
 
After no more questions were presented, Chairman Judge Trevino asked for a motion to 
acknowledge the report. The motion was made by Ramon Navarro from Hidalgo County RMA and 
second by Starr County Reyna Guerra. 
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